
NOVEMBER 2007

Please extend a hearty welcome 
to the following New Mem-
bers!

Jane Alcorn (Gary)
659 Starlite Way
Fremont, CA  94539
(510) 657-8260
JALCORNART@comcast.net
Jane paints animals in Pastel, Oil and 
Acrylic with a realistic style.  Janeõs 
interests are her family, gardening 
and travel.  She is also an art teacher.

Steven Bloom
140 Gardner Place
Danville, CA  94526
(925) 362-1528
SLB_35@hotmail.com
Steven paints landscapes, urban 
scenes, still life in oil, acrylic, oil pas-
tel and watercolor with a combination 
of realistic and impressionistic styles.  
He enjoys reading and bike riding.

Christopher Ellingson
25 Holcomb Court
Walnut Creek, CA  94596
(510) 589-0101
renaissanceartdesigns@comcast.net
Christopher paints in  oil and acrylic with 
a realism/renaissance style.
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ADAS Welcomes Robin Purcell
as November Meeting Guest Artist
   Joining ADAS as Guest Artist 
and Speaker for the November 
13 meeting is Robin Purcell.  She 
will be doing a demonstration 
of plein air painting and offering 
techniques for analyzing, simpli-
fying, composing and interpret-
ting while working outdoors.  
Robin will offer wisdom from 
more than a decade of attending 
workshops and demos and share 
what she has found most helpful.  
She will also talk about develop-
ing your own voice, or style and 
how to paint vs render.
   Robin was recently awarded 
òSignature Membershipó in the 
National Watercolor Society and 
one of her paintings, òOctoberone of her paintings, òOctober

Canyonó will be published in
Watercolor Magicõs Ones to 
Watch issue in December.
   A watercolorist for more than 
twenty years, having experi-
mented with the medium in col-
lege.  She was educated at the 
University of Connecticut and 
after college enjoyed a success-
ful career as an Art Director in 
advertising and package design.  
Her designs for such clients as 
General Mills, Schweppes and 
Colibri have won numerous 
awards.
   While living in Boston, Robin 
studied with noted watercolorist 
Bill Ternes.  She successfully  
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT...
%dGGdBfFd #BH@CK>d@
   We all had a special treat at the 
October General Meeting: when 
our scheduled speaker canceled, 
our founding president, Beth 
Batchelor stepped up and saved 
the day!  I know sheõs a really tal-
ented artist, and fun teacher, but 
she truly outdid herself for our 
gathered members.  Constant hu-
mor kept us laughing, while she 
magically created a wonderful 
caricature in pastel of a handsome 
cowboy complete with handlebar 
mustache and big brown stetson.
   Beth described how we can get a 
better likeness if we þ rst study the 
angles of our modelõs face, such as 
the angle of the nose and nostrils, 
the chin, the slant of ears and eyes.  
In fact, sheõs hard at work on a fu-

ture book, which she plans to call, 
òWhatõs Your Angle?ó which will 
describe her methodology.  So, she 
proceeded to do òthe gestureó of 
her model, putting in the big hat 
þ rst, to be sure there was space for 
it.  Also, she had him remove his 
glasses, to get the eyes just right, 
and then put glasses over them.
   Then Beth began work on an oil 
portrait, a 3/4 pose of her lovely 
model Jane, who had a fancy blue 
and lavender scarf wrapped up 
in her gorgeous, long, red-auburn 
hair.  To save time, Beth had previ-
ously drawn in the features, very 
lightly.  She started painting the 
background tones þ rst, to estab-
lish color harmoney with the face, 
reminding us to start with large 
brushes, and leave more space in 
front of the face than behind.  She 
giggled, òI put Jane in a long, loose 
shawl so we wouldnõt waste time 
with bosoms and stuff...!ó
   Our Founder said she likes to use 
òmudó as a neutralizer, giving us 
her recipe: 1/2 green, 1/2 cad red, 
and a touch of yellow ochre, and 

told us we need to really see the 
warm and cool colors.  For light on 
the face, she used pale yellow with 
a touch of cad orange, then put in 
the values of that lovely hair.  She 
kept changing brushes, reminding 
us that when we use a color, put 
it also in appropriate other places.  
She told us NOT to use outlines, 
rather, establish edges, where one 
color meets another.  And that 
brush strokes should follow the 
subjectõs contours, and that facial 
tones show better with the dark 
tones of the hair already in place.  
And that the iris takes up 1/3 of the 
eye space, and that the white of the 
eye is not white.
   Beth went as far as she could 
on the second portrait, putting in 
shadows for the planes and angles 
of the face, and showed us blend-
ing for the lost (soft) and found 
(hard) edges.  She promised to þ n-
ish her exquisite portrait, and bring 
it in to another meeting for us all 
to see the þ nal results.  Thank You, 
Beth Batchelor, for a truly þ ne and 
informative demonstration!
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November Guest
conõt from page 1

exhibited at the Co-
pley Society of Bos-
ton, òthe oldest Art 
Society in America,ó 
(Paul Revere was a 
member.)
   There were sev-
eral breakthroughs 
that enabled Robin 
to master plein air 
painting.  She paint-
ed scenes near her 
house that she could 
easily return to if she 
needed more than 
one painting session.  
She began interpret-
ing landscapes as if 
she were painting a 

ÿ oral, pushing neu-
tral colors towards 
vibrancy, and sim-
plifying shapes.

 Her landscape 
paintings have been 
juried into many ex-
hibits, and won nu-
merous awards.  she 
continues the habit 
of working in series 

so she can thorough-
ly know her subject 
and interpret the 
landscape through 
her distinctive style.  
Her work has been 
described as òa 
precise patchwork 
of vivid color,ó and 
as òdazzlingó and 
òjewel-like.ó
   Be sure to put the 
November meeting 
on the calendar and 
take the opportunity 
to learn from Robin 
Purcell.
   

CIRCUIT NEWS
--Regretfully, longtime Circuit 
Committee member, Marjorie 
Rolandelli, has found it necessary 
to give up her seat on the commit-
tee due to family commitments.  
Fortunately, she will continue to 
remain on the circuit as a group 
leader.  We very much appreci-
ate your many years of service, 
Marjorie!
   In addition to our regular circuit 
exhibit sites, check out the special 
exhibit at Bagel Street Cafe in Wal-
nut Creek (2975 Ygnacio Valley 
Rd.) following the current exhibit 
by Bill Gwynne, Evelyn Marvin 
and Marjorie Rolandelli will ex-
hibit their paintings in November 
and December.
   For information regarding the 
circuit, please call Susan Dennis
at 925-837-6577.




